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ing that " Nero, with a view to divert suspicion
from himself, inflicted the most exquisite tortures
on those men who, under the vulgar appellation
of Christians, were branded with deserved in-
famy."

The facts thus set forth by Tacitus have never
been denied, while they have been abundantly
confirmed by other writers; and I make the ex-
tract to show from the mouth of an enemy, the
plenary proof that Jesus Christ really lived,
taught, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, pre-
cisely as narrated in the New Testament. It fur-
ther shows that he was the author of Christianity,
which, surviving his crucifixion and rapidly over-
spreading Judea, had reached and extensively
prevailed in the Imperial City itself. Although his
narrative did not require Tacitus to refer to the
Roman record of Reports of Provincial Gover-
nors, to which he may have been indebted, yet he
was well aware that it had been the custom of the '
Home Government to require accurate periodical
statements, officially sealed, from all such subor-
dinates of all public affairs within the limits of
their respective provinces. In accordance with
this regulation, Pontius Pilate had drawn up a
statement concerning the trial and crucifixion of
Chnst, with the extraordinary concomitants of-
his life and death, and sent it to be deposited in
the archives of the Senate. This Roman procur-
ator, who against his own conscience, and con-
trary to his own verdict, gave up Christ to the
ignominy of capital punishment, merely to satiate
the malice of a Jewish mob by which he was in-